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Man Utd player Ander Herrera drops in to 
Spanish class 

Our 
Spanish 
students 
got a  
huge  
surprise 
in        
November when they held 
a Skype call with            
Manchester United mid-
fielder Ander Herrera in 
their class. 
When the connection     
unexpectedly went down, 

they couldn’t believe their eyes when Ander Herrera himself walked into the classroom. 
He was accompanied by a 
crew from MUTV who were 
filming it for their TV      
channel. The students had a 
Q&A session in Spanish with 
Ander, who was very           
impressed with their                   
language skills!   
After the Spanish class,      
Ander was whisked off to  
the sports hall, where he 
held a football session with a 
group of our Year 7 students,   
accompanied by Mr Ross 
from the MU Foundation.      
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Welcome from 
Principal,  
Mr Eldon 

The Autumn Term is the longest term in the school calendar and it is therefore vital that we make         
excellent progress to build a strong foundation for success during the rest of the academic year. The start 
of the Autumn Term was particularly exciting this year as we had so many new students in our large Year 
7 group, and so many new staff starting across the Academy.  
We have been working very hard to improve the experience for the students to ensure that they make 
better progress and achieve the highest grades in the new, more difficult GCSEs.   
Parents and students wanted to see improvements in the Academy and I thought it would be useful to 
share what we have done to address these concerns. 
 
You asked: can you reduce the number of supply teachers in the Academy? 
We did: we now have a full staff team of specialist teachers across all subjects, including subjects such 
as Maths and Science where some schools do not have specialist teachers. We do occasionally have to 
use supply agency staff when there is illness but students have spoken positively about having consistent 
teachers who they build a strong, working relationship with. 
You asked: can you improve the queuing times and student experience at lunchtimes? 
We did: we introduced our new school day which has significantly reduced queuing times and means 
that there is a lot more space in the Academy canteen to sit and talk with friends. The new day has also 
improved behaviour at lunchtime as there are far fewer students on each sitting. 
You asked: can you improve behaviour around the Academy and on the corridors? 
We did: our ‘Raising Expectations’ programme, with the aim of ‘Making Manchester Magic’ addressed 
behaviour in lessons and on corridors as well as ensuring students were not late to lessons. It has been a 
big success and our next goal is to make uniform even better. 
You asked: can you keep offering lots of opportunities for students after school? 
We did: there is still lots for student to be involved in across numerous subjects and experiences.      
Debate Mate offers debating skills, much prized by the top universities. Many of our sports teams are 
performing extremely well, especially our Year 9 boys’ football team who have reached the last 32 of the 
English Schools Cup, which includes all the secondary schools in the country. Drama, Art and Music are 
available after school as well as opportunities in a host of other subjects. Year 11 have a full ‘period 6’ 
programme after school to support achieving excellent grades and we are part of the ‘Magic Breakfast’ 
programme offering free breakfast for some of our Key Stage 3 students. 
Much has improved across the Autumn Term and there is still so much we want to transform. We have 
been joined by two new senior leaders after Christmas, Mr Senior and Mr Rogers, who are experienced in 
school improvement and are helping to make sure we maintain the pace of progress.  
Manchester Academy has a committed staff and enthusiastic students. We are now working together to 
ensure that our school is an excellent place to study. Seeing the Academy improve in such a short space 
of time has been really exciting. I have loved being part of the team and we have proved that our mission 
– to be one of the best schools in the country – is achievable.  
I hope the Spring Term will be as successful. 
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RAF helicopter drops in for flying visit 

Bargain budget breakfast launches in school canteen 

Our kitchen staff have started offering a bargain budget 
breakfast for students available every day for 50p.                          
There's a choice of scrambled eggs, sausages, bacon 
muffins, crumpets, toast, and hash browns.  
Our Year 9 students Kirsty Taylor, Chasmin Miah and 
Amirah Ahmad enjoyed sampling breakfast before        
lessons.                                                                                         
The budget breakfast is also available to staff for £1. 
Catering Manager Mr Port said he wanted to give         
students a hot breakfast at a low price. 

Our students had the chance to sit inside a 

Royal Air Force helicopter after it touched 

down on our school field in December. 

Academy students were joined by Year 5   

pupils from St Mary’s Primary School in Moss 

Side, who watched the helicopter land,      

before being given the chance to meet the 

crew and look inside the cockpit. Greater 

Manchester Fire and Rescue also made an 

appearance, giving students the opportunity to see the inner workings of a fire engine. 

Year 7 student Gabriela Rodriguez Castro said: “It was so exciting to go inside the helicopter. I’d never 

seen one up close before.” 

Manchester Academy students mark Remembrance Day 
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We held two minutes silence on Friday 9th 
November at 11.30am to commemorate 
Remembrance Day and the 100th             
anniversary of the end of World War I.      
  
Our prefects, Head Boy and Girl watched a 
parade and small service conducted by 
some of our Army Cadets (who are also  
pupils). 
 
The service was led by School Behaviour 
Manager Mr Gemmell. Our Principal Mr  

Eldon also read out a  poem. 



Congratulations to Gaige for completing Lexia award 

Congratulations to Year 8 student 
Gaige Fletcher, who worked very hard 
in his own time before and after school 
to complete his Lexia Level 5 reading 
qualification in October. He also     
completed his Rainbow Reading         
literacy programme. 
 
Mr Marsh said he had persevered from 
when he first started at Manchester 
Academy. 
 
Gaige said he felt proud and a lot more 
confident about his spelling. 

Bees on display in Manchester Children’s Hospital 
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Our Year 8 and 9 students created card-
board bees back in the summer, which 
went on  display in the Royal Manchester 
Children's Hospital in November. 

Staff from the hospital asked us if we 
would like to help out by brightening up 
the treatment rooms and corridors for 
their young patients. 

Head of Art Ms Mullineux said: “Our students were very 
proud that the hospital has asked us to contribute art-
work and they were really keen to get started. 

“Some of the students also personalised their bees by 
adding the names of children they knew who had been 
treated in the hospital.” 

Leanne Mulholland, Children’s Out Patients Department 
Nurse Manager at Manchester Children’s Hospital, is     
delighted with how the artwork looks  and commented: 
 “We wanted to make the department welcoming to all 
ages, especially young people. The bees display will really 
help to change the environment for our young patients.”  
 



Year 11 enjoy a fun-packed trip to Spain  
 

Year 11 students bring a touch of romance to lunchtime 

Our Year 11 students had a fantastic 

time on their five day trip to            

Andalucía in September.  They       

visited Benalmádena, Selwo Marina, 

Seville, Malaga, Las Mijas and Puerto 

Banús, with highlights including    

Flamenco lessons, visiting a bull ring, 

spotting dolphins and shopping in       

traditional plazas, as well as        

sampling tapas and fresh churros. 

Mrs Baksh, Curriculum Area Leader 
for Modern Foreign Languages, said: 
“They had a great time and were 
kept very busy with lots to do.  They 
had to fill in diaries plus work     

booklets and saw lots of different places.  They practiced their Spanish in a real life setting and with a 
real purpose and also saw lots of places and experienced the real culture of Spain.  All of our students 
behaved very well and worked hard on their Spanish, making the most of their time there.” 

Year 11 BTEC  
Hospitality        
students brought 
a romantic flavour 
to the Academy, 
when they set up 
a makeshift ‘First 
Dates’  restaurant 
in November.  
The lunchtime 
event was staged 
for staff to sample 
the students’ 
cooking skills and 
techniques, after 
they had spent a 
busy morning         
preparing a tasty         
selection of      
savoury and sweet 
dishes for their BTEC  exam.      
The exam was led by Mrs McMullen, Interim Vice Principal and Ms Hawthorne, Food Technology       
Technician. 
The students worked hard all morning preparing a main course of meat and vegetable lasagne. This was 
followed by a choice of desserts – tiramisu or trifle. Teaching staff including Principal Mr Eldon were     
invited to come along to eat a two course lunch. 
Mrs McMullen said: “The students have worked really hard and received lots of excellent feedback from 
staff about their experience in the restaurant and of course the fabulous food.”  
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Former students start chef apprenticeships at Midland 
Hotel 

Two former Manchester Academy students are learning the tools of the trade after starting their chef 
apprenticeships at the prestigious Midland Hotel in September. 
Aaron Edwards and Carlos Lara-Addo are enjoying their new roles after completing their final year at 
Manchester Academy last summer. 
It’s all thanks to the charity Gettalife Project, who set up the apprenticeship with Brian Spark, Head   
Executive Chef at the Midland Hotel.    
As part of the scheme, potential apprentice candidates were asked to show their passion and interest in 
catering and food preparation by providing an application letter and working a full week supervised by 
the Midland Hotel’s Sous Chef. 
Mr Spark complimented Aaron and Carlos on their courtesy, their willingness to learn and their hard 
work and is looking forward to getting to know them better! 
He said: “Both Aaron and Carlos are doing very well so far. It’s a big step to go from school life into this 
fast paced industry, but they are fitting in very well. 
“They have been working in the banqueting section with seven chefs, which can involve catering for up 
to 700 people. They are keen and they’re interested in learning. They’ve definitely got that spark and 
enthusiasm.” 
Aaron and Carlos are enjoying learning lots of new techniques from the rest of the team in the Midland 
Hotel’s extensive kitchen. 
Aaron said: “I’ve learnt lots of new recipes and I’ve also picked up a range of skills from everybody I’m 
working with.” 
Carlos added: “I really like the atmosphere in the kitchen. Everybody has been very nice and helpful.”  
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Our annual Prizegiving Ceremony was held at Old Trafford  on Thursday 15th November. 
Huge congratulations to all the amazing students who did so well to be recognised for their            
achievements and a big ’thank you’ to our fantastic guest speaker — former Manchester United player 
Quinton Fortune — who gave an inspirational speech.  
Students from the Academy’s Rock School performed group and solo performances during the event. 
Our Head Boy Moheel Farooqi and Head Girl Maame Danquah also gave a Vote of Thanks. 

Students’ achievements rewarded at  
Prizegiving Ceremony 
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MU Foundation Primary Schools Football Tournament 

Well done to Wilbraham  Primary School who won 
the final of our Year 6 MU Foundation primary 
schools football tournament in October.  

Wilbraham Primary played against Claremont Primary 
School, who brought two teams to play along with St 
Mary’s Primary School.  

Mr Ross from the MU Foundation said: “It was         
excellent to see so many of our partner primary 
schools coming together for a morning of football 
played in high spirits. The standard of football on 
show was outstanding!” 



We welcomed Steve and Jennifer from Manches-
ter’s Science and Industry Museum to school in 
October, as part of an exciting STEM event.  
 
Year 8 students took part in a fun packed 'Noisy 
Toys' show with experiments and                 
demonstrations,  which challenged                    
misconceptions about engineering.  
 
Our students had lots of great feedback about 
the event, which helped inspire some of them to 
consider becoming engineers in the future. 
 
Abeer Yusuf said: “Thank you for coming in - I   
really enjoyed your workshop and now I am   
considering a future in engineering.” 
 
Zakib Sardar said: “You taught me that              
engineering is more than just building - I loved 
watching your show.” 
 
Qayria  Abucar said: “Thank you for the amazing 
experience and helping me with my future and 
my understanding of engineering.” 
 
Azaan Butt said: “Thank you for coming in. I really 
enjoyed the sound bass. I also have high hopes 
for my future as a sound engineer.” 

Noisy Toys event helps inspire our future engineers 
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Our hearing impaired students had a tranquil start to their day 
in November, thanks to Elfair Dyer from Music in Hospitals & 
Care, who played a range of classical music, folk music and    
Disney tunes on the pedal harp.  
 
The Birkdale Trust for the Hearing Impaired  provided funds for 
the performance, which was attended by nine students. 
 
Philip Richmond, Teacher for the Hearing Impaired,  said: 
“The harp is very soothing and also very visual. It has a range of 
sounds and some of the students who were standing close by 
could feel the vibrations.” 
 

Harpist plays tranquil music for 
our Hearing Impaired Students 



Academy awarded Historic England plaque 
Our History students were 
thrilled to receive an Historic    
England Heritage Schools plaque, 
recognising their hard work     
Investigating local heritage and 
their suffrage project, which was 
on display in Manchester Central 
Library last year.  
Head of History Ms Dhillon said: 
“Manchester Academy has been 
involved in the Heritage Schools            
programme for a number of 
years and this has enabled       
students to develop an under-
standing of their local heritage 
and its significance.  
“Projects have focused on the 

local area such as Whitworth Park, the role of the Suffrage movement and key individuals who lived in 
Moss Side. Students have developed a sense of pride in where they live and how their local heritage    
relates to the national story. We’re delighted we are now an Historic England heritage school.” 

 
 
 

Eight students from Manchester Academy were selected to carry the flag at the start of the Champions 
League match, when Manchester United played Juventus on Tuesday 23rd October during the half-term 
break.  
Pop duo Max and Harvey were also there, along with students from Werneth School and  Manchester 
Creative and Media Company. 
The eight lucky students from Years 9 and 10 were selected due to their involvement as young leaders in 
a partner primary school event. Students attended a rehearsal with UEFA staff the day prior to the game, 
where they were gifted a full Adidas tracksuit to wear as they stepped out on to the Old Trafford pitch in 
front of a full capacity crowd.    
Student Ahmed Mohammed said: "It felt amazing to be selected to go on to the pitch!"  
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Our students are Champions League flag bearers 



Local community welcomed to our Open Evening 

We welcomed the local community to our Open Evening on Thursday 11th October - it 
was great to see everybody!  
 
During the event, we heard brilliant speeches from our Executive Principal Frank McCarron, as well as 
our Head Boy Moheel Farooqi and Head Girl Maame Danquah.  
Associate Principal Miss Owen said: “All departments put on really good events and the front of house 
and food organisation were  
excellent. There were lots of 
smiling faces around the   
Academy and the feedback 
was very positive.”      
Our visitors got to try out lots 
of different activities in all 
subjects at the annual event. 
In Technology, Mr Donkor 
demonstrated how to use 
basic tools to make hand 
made and laser cut key rings. 
The demonstration was just 
part of an extensive             
programme of classroom    
activities around the                
Academy. 
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Term Dates  
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Term Dates 

Autumn 
Term 1 

INSET Day 1 Monday 3rd September 2018 – All Staff in School 

INSET Day 2 (Planning Day) Tuesday 4th September 2018 – All Staff in School 

First Day of Term for year 7 students Wednesday 5th September 2018 

Start of Term for Years 8 - 11 

Thursday 6th September 2018:- 
Year 7, 8 and 9 @ 8.30am 

Years 10 and 11 @ 9.50am 

School Closes Friday 19th October 2018 

Autumn Half Term Monday 22nd October to Friday 26th October 

Autumn 
Term 2 

Return to School Monday 29th October 

INSET Day 3 (Planning Day) Friday 30th November – School closed for students 

School Closes Wednesday  19th  December 

INSET Day 4 Thursday 20th December 

INSET Day 5 Friday 21st December 

Christmas Break Thursday 20th December to Friday 4th January 

Spring 
Term 1 

Return to school Monday 7th January 2019 

School Closes Friday 15th February 2019 

Spring Half Term Monday 18th February to Friday 22nd  February 

Spring 
Term 2 

INSET Day 6 (Planning Day) Monday 25th February 2019 -  School closed for students 

School Closes Friday 5th April 2019 

Easter Break Monday 8th April to Monday 22nd April 

Summer 
Term 1 

INSET Day 7 Tuesday 23rd April 2019 – School closed for students 

Return to School Wednesday 24th April 2019 

May Day Bank Holiday Monday 6th May 2019 

School Closes Friday 24th May 2019 

Summer Half Term Monday 27th May to Friday 31st May 

Summer 
Term 2 

Return to School Monday 3rd June 2019 

INSET Day 8 Wednesday 5th June 2019 – School closed for students 

School Closes for Summer Friday 19th July 2019 

Public Holidays 2018-2019   Staff Training (INSET) Days 

Christmas Day: 25th December 2018   Monday 3rd September 2018 

Boxing Day: 26th December 2018   Tuesday 4th September 2018 

New Year’s Day: 1st January 2019   Friday 30th November 2018 

Bank Holiday: 2nd January 2019   Thursday 20th December 2018 

Good Friday: 19th April 2019   Friday 21st December 2018 

Easter Monday: 22nd April 2019   Monday 25th February 2019 

May Day: Monday: 6th May 2019   Tuesday 23rd April 2019 

Spring Bank Holiday: Monday 27th 
May 2019 

  Wednesday 5th June 2018 



Contact us  
 

Post: Moss Lane East, Moss Side, Manchester, M14 4PX 
 

          Telephone: 0161 232 1639  
 

 Email: office@manchester-academy.org 
 

Twitter: @McrAcademy  

Student Testimonials 

"I like Manchester Academy because everyone here is very 
friendly and helpful.  I enjoy all the different subjects and the 
teachers are very nice.” Cheryl Thananki, Year 8 student. 
 
“I like Manchester Academy because our teachers encourage 
and inspire us to learn and never give up, so we can get the 
highest grades possible.” Mobasher Benotman, Year 9 student.  
 
“I like Manchester Academy because the teachers are very 
helpful and support you consistently.” Abdullah Alzawam, Year 
11 student.  
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